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Introduction 

The rise in the price of several food commodities, including staple foods such as sugar, rice, and oil, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government of Senegal decided to lower 
the prices of oil, rice, and sugar to relieve Senegalese households from the rising costs of necessities. The government has introduced policies to achieve this by subsidizing the 
price of rice in the local market, and supporting domestic production by lowering the price of the paddy. The government of Senegal has decided to drastically reduce the rice 
customs duties from 12.7 percent to 2.7 percent on imported, broken, and unscented rice.  Post projects rice imports will still be hampered by rising freight prices and strong 
domestic production.  

Rice is the main grain consumed by Senegalese. Average per capita rice consumption is now estimated at 91 kg per year. They prefer rice because of its availability, ease of 
preparation, and lower cooking time which leads to less fuel consumption than other grain-based meals. Senegal imports up to eighty percent of its rice needs. However, strong 
campaigns on the benefits of consuming domestically produced rice and a growing number of milling companies have brought up local rice consumption gradually.

Senegalese consumers prefer imported broken rice, which is less expensive than local rice, especially for the regional market surrounding Dakar. Indian broken rice is most 
prevalent in the market. Prices for both imported and local rice are generally higher than prices for other local grains such as millet, sorghum, and corn, which are seasonal and 
not usually available to consumers.

Senegal is dependent on imports though the Government has policies to 
promote domestic production. The graph explains the trend that is observed 
over a period of 10 years and there is a consistent demand gap which is 
fulfilled by imports.

Since 2017, Senegal has prohibited the importation of 100 percent whole grain 
(zero percent broken) to prevent competition with local rice, hence the import 
from Thailand reduced

Rice stocks forecast for 2022�23 are at 202,000 MTS while 2021�22 ending 
stocks were estimated at 237,000 MTS. These stocks are privately held by 
farmers, traders, and institutions, as the government does not keep any stocks.

In the above graph, we have observed that there is consistent demand until August 2022, but the exports dropped drastically in the latter part of the year. This was due to high 
demand from China for Indian broken rice, high freight and local harvest season, and increased local production in Senegal. 
India is the top rice supplier to Senegal with a 55 percent market share, followed by Thailand (22 percent), Brazil (12 percent), and China (4 percent). Around 98% of Senegal’s 
rice imports are broken rice as there is good demand from a large segment of the population who prefer cheaper imported broken rice. 
In 2022�23 total imports into Senegal are expected to touch 1.2Mn MTS, nearly an eight percent drop from the previous year due to the expected increase in production. Total 
imports in 2021�22 were 1.3Mn MTS. 

Evolution of rice area harvested, production and imports

Exports of Non Basmati rice from India to Senegal 
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